THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

assisted by Garudaj who is described as a super-
natural being in the form of an eagle.

In front of the temples dedicated to Krishna, as
Vishnu, is generally to be seen a pillar surmounted
by the figure of an eagle with a human face, or of
a man with the head of an eagle. This represents
Gamete, the so-called vahana, or carrier, of
Krishna.

Who then was Garuda ? We find, from the
Mahabharata, that the Garudas inhabited one of
the provinces of Patala. They are said to have
been much favoured by Vishnu, or the Sun, whom
they worshipped. A list of forty-eight Garuda
chiefs is given, and it is said that only those are
mentioned who have won distinction, by might,,
fame, and achievements.1

Garuda, or the eagle, therefore, was the totem
of one of the Solar tribes of Patala. These people
were fierce and warlike, and they were engaged in
frequent hostilities with their neighbours.

Garuda is described as tearing the bodies of the
Yakshas, and devouring the Nishadas; also as
destroying the elephant and the tortoise, which
represent Solar tribes.2

Garuda is said to have attacked Indra, and to have
carried off the Amrita.3 Eventually he obtained

1 Mahabharata, Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. c,

2  Ib., Adi, Astika, p. xxix.

3  Ib., Adi, Astika., p. xxxiv,
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